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2019-2021 Officers
President
Betty Ann DesRoches - Bay Colony
First Vice President
Jessica O’Connor - Lynnhaven Heritage
Second Vice President Executive Committee
Recording Secretary
Rose Busetti - Thalia
Corresponding Secretary Susan Porter - Thoroughgood
Treasurer
Dennie Kelley - Broad Bay Point Greens

Council Website
www.vbgardencouncil.com
Webmaster: Murray Thompson
Homenet PC Services
757-304-6360

Council Motto
“We are a service organization
dedicated to promoting our community through
beautification, conservation and preservation
by means of education and example.”
Booda Thorpe
Pins are still available for sale!
Please Contact: Laura Jacobson
757-237-7524
belle_of_the_@hotmail.com
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A Message from the President
2016
Betty Ann DesRoches
bades@cox.net

Greetings and major hugs, fellow gardeners!
Are you wanting to help with the country’s situation like me? When my RN sister from LA tested positive (she’s fine
and at home), I wanted to tag team and take her place somehow, but I’m not a good candidate
Thanks to those of
you who are working on the front line for us and are brushing the dust off those diplomas to go back in!
We can contribute in other ways that will also help ground us and community members – April is the month of Earth
Day and there are many things we can do now from home as individuals and collectively as garden clubs. Here is a
website with examples of 25 things to do - even though most of us have been working towards this, seemingly forever:
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/different-ways-to-celebrate-earth-day.php
Aren’t the satellite images of China and Italy amazing, showing the clear atmosphere while factories, etc. are shut
down? Surely, we can’t shut down our factories, but it just shows the difference we humans make. Let’s not forget
that as we move forward – little actions can add up.
We will miss Dr. Laurie Fox’s April presentation but she’s ready to join us when we get back together. As a water
steward, I’m lucky to find normalcy by working in the gardens at HRAREC with Laurie Tuesday mornings. Last week
we tried to address how these times challenge our mental health. We talked about how places like Norfolk Botanical
Garden’s outdoor areas are open for us (as of this writing). Besides gardening, I find comfort in the annual nesting visit
from a Mallard couple around our backyard pool – this is the first year that Matt hasn’t tried to get the dogs to shoo
them away (the dogs love the ducks
!).
Laurie also shared the following from a colleague, Carol A. Heiser, Education Section Manager, Habitat Education Coordinator, Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries:

Habitat at Home: A New Awakening
(March 23, 2020)
This morning as I waited for my coffee to brew, I went outside for my usual wake-up walk around the yard. My yard is
my sanctuary, the place where I relax, reflex, wonder and smile. I woke up restless today, my mind troubled and scattered by the craziness of the corona virus, needing to be reassured that somehow all will still be well with the world. As
usual, it only took a few steps out the back door to see a bit of nature to confirm that she is indeed very alive and well,
thank you.
I kind of feel like Dorothy opening up the door in the land of Oz, because as soon as I walk out, I see hundreds of little
spider webs outlined by the rising mist from last night’s rain. Some webs are on the ground, nestled among the dried
leaves that I had very intentionally not raked up last fall, because fallen leaves are hugely important habitat for so
many wildlife species. The leaves provide structure for the webs of funnel weaving spiders. You can see each web has
a small hole where the spider hides in wait, ever ready for the slightest vibration of an insect that might happen along
and become this morning’s breakfast. Spiders gotta eat too, you know. Other webs are suspended from the upper branches of shrubs, made by sheetweb spiders in the shape of Grandma’s old bowl and doily tea set; hence the
creature is aptly named the bowl-and-doily spider. The geometry of their architecture is stunning.
Meanwhile, the Carolina wren that lives in the shrubs next to my porch is singing her morning rounds, heartily proclaiming another new day. “Yes,” she seems to say, “we are still here, we’ve always been here, and we’re going to get
through this.”
(cont.)
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Being outside helps me feel refreshed and ready to face another day. Despite our difficulties and the daily warnings on
2016
the news, nature is always here to inspire and uplift. This is my invitation to you, to find a bit of time today to go outside and see the life all around you, just waiting to be discovered. What’s in your Habitat at Home?
Yours in conservation,
Carol
I hope you all are able to lift your spirits and those of others through nature, gardening and Earth Day actions!
XO
Betty Ann

2020 Calendar of Events
The following calendar of events covers current and future activities. The full calendar was published in the Council’s
yearbook and was listed in the September, 2019 Taproot. However, those resources are now inaccurate due to the
following updates and cancellations.
April 1, 2020
CGCVB Board Meeting – CANCELLED
April 8, 2020
CGCVB General Meeting – CANCELLED
Apr 18-25, 2020
Historic Garden Week in Virginia - CANCELLED
Arbor Day
Date, time, location – TBA
Note: Status is unknown at this writing.
May, 2020
VBBC Annual Awards Dinner - CANCELLED
May 10, 2020
Council Awards & ABC Binders Due - CANCELLED
Note: Keep 2019-2020 records to submit with 2020-2021 applications to be awarded in June, 2021.
June 3, 2020
Council Awards Luncheon - CANCELLED
Tidewater District Fundraiser - POSTPONED to June 18, 2020
Colonial Heritage Clubhouse
6500 Arthur Hills Drive, Williamsburg
Program: “Divas & Designs”
Note: If this new date, June 18, 2020, is a conflict with an existing ticketholder, please contact Glenda Knowles
directly at 757-651-0401 as soon as possible.
October 16, 2020
Council Bus Tour
Note: See Announcements.
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CGCVB Committee Reports and Other Announcements
Treasurer
Dennie Kelley
mdkelley@aol.com
757-496-3990
Thank you to all of those clubs who have paid their dues for the year. Dues paid after December 1st include an
additional fee of $5.00 for each month or part of a month that they are late. Thank you for your support.

Scholarships
Sylvia Brewington
sylvbrew@cox.net
757-340-0907
For future Virginia Tech scholarship donations, please make your checks payable to Council of Garden Clubs of
Virginia Beach with a note on the Memo line and send them to Dennie Kelley, 2316 Mariners Mark Way, Unit 303,
Virginia Beach, VA 23451.

Corresponding Secretary
Susan Porter
srporter24@gmail.com
757-650-5231 (C)
Thank you for the opportunity to edit the Taproot. The next Taproot will be published and distributed via email to all
Club Presidents and/or Council Representatives on May 1st. The Taproot can also be found on the Council
website at www.vbgardencouncil.com. Please send committee articles and club announcements to me by April 20th at
srporter24@gmail.com for the next Taproot. I am also looking for articles to include in: Did you know…? (A History
Lesson), Who's in the News? and Recommended Reading. Thank you for your input!

Guest Speakers List
Patsy Cameron
pecameron@cox.net
757-486-3165
If anyone who has used the current “Guest Speakers List” for the Council of Garden Clubs of Virginia Beach finds an
error in phone numbers or emails, please notify me so that corrections may be made for an update in May 2020.
Also, suggestions for new speakers to add to the list are not only welcome but, encouraged. Any evaluations or
comments on the current list would be very much appreciated.
Program chairmen of our member clubs should have a copy of the current list. I will be glad to send one to any
program chairman or member who contacts me by email.
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Michelle Nettles, Co-Chairman
MJNettles@aol.com
770-356-5814

Total income for the March fundraiser will be available after final money and receipts are received. We were fortunate
to be able to cover PACC expenses with a small profit, given the lower attendance than previously expected.

Garden Therapy/Empty Bowls
Janet Bacuzzi
jmbacuzzi@cs.co
757-496-5992
The Council received a thank you note (below) from the Ceramic Designers Association regarding the annual Empty
Bowls Dinner.
March 30, 2020
Dear Council of Garden Clubs of Virginia Beach Members,
On behalf of the Ceramic Designers’ Association Empty Bowls Charity Dinner, I would like to thank you for your
support of the 2020 annual dinner that was to be held in partnership with Virginia Wesleyan University on March
13, 2020. CDA is truly saddened that we had to cancel the 2020 Empty Bowls Dinner so close to the event and we
offer our sincere apologies for the short notice given to you. In light of the sudden proliferation of the coronavirus,
we decided that it was in the best interest of our patrons and volunteers to cancel; envision a crowd of 500 people
attending and handling bowls that had been handled by too many unknown people. As small as the risk may have
been, it seemed best to err on the side of caution especially for our guests who might be more vulnerable. Given the
unknown with Covid-19, it would be difficult to re-schedule the event at this time. As such, Empty Bowls will take
place during the regular time frame of mid-March 2021. We value your support of this fundraiser to help feed the
hungry and hope that you will continue to support Empty Bowls in the future.
Sincerely,
Pam Gray
Secretary, Ceramic Designers Association, Empty Bowls

Arbor Day
Johnnie Miller
Jmill61558@verizon.net
757-467-1549
Perhaps, you are beginning to feel as though you are having a bad dream and just can't wake up. This is a time in our
lives that we will never forget but, hopefully, it has brought some good things to your life - an appreciation for your
family, friends, neighbors, workers and helpers. It is not easy being a "shut-in". But we have our gardens and yards to
look over and watch SPRING slowly begin to arrive. And that makes me happy.
Now, to say what I need to say: As Chairman of Arbor Day, I still don’t know if our celebration of Arbor Day will be
cancelled. My membership packet from the Arbor Day Foundation arrived last week and there are some wise words
which I want to share:
Trees give us breathtaking beauty, awe-inspiring splendor and the opportunity to reconnect with the gentle grandeur of
the natural world. And, best of all, America's forests are our inheritance. Their preservation will be our legacy.
Please stay safe. Be kind and try to smile. I send air hugs to all.
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Publicity
2016

Adele Lundquist
lundquac@cox.net
757-717-1953 (C)
One of the things I try to do as your Council Publicity Chair is to help you obtain publicity for your individual clubs.
This effort is becoming more difficult as our old friend, the newspaper, is on its way to becoming obsolete. I notified
the Pilot when I could no longer access www.pilotonline.com/beaconphotos and was told that they will fix the link.
However, they gave me another online form to use. The link is https://www.pilotonline.com/news/vp-nw-submitcommunity-photos-20190906-ihlxajwxt5eqbkziy5m3w2adtu-story.html.
We can still send photos to the e-mail address thebeacon@pilotonline.com and keep our fingers crossed to see if
anything gets published. To my surprise, it did work this month when they published a photo of me placing a vase of
tulips at the Whitehurst-Buffington House. Perhaps there is extra space now in the Community Scene section since the
schools are closed.
To advertise an “upcoming” event on-line, we must use “City Spark” which can be accessed through your own account,
Facebook or Google. I’m challenging myself, as well as you, to look for other avenues to get the word out. Facebook
and the Nextdoor Neighbor website are a couple of ways. Perhaps we could publish in a civic newsletter. Please share
ways in which you have been successful so that we can all benefit.

Conservation/Ecology
Demaris Yearick
way4@juno.com
757-422-1618
In view of the current health issues, our Bee City USA proposal to Virginia Beach City Council may be delayed.
Symsi Denson of Landscape Services will continue to check on the proposal's progress and, in the meantime, she is
happy to report that the pollinator garden at Redwing Park has been planted and more plants are scheduled to be added
to a new pollinator garden at the Laskin Gateway. Our committee will continue to work on our brochure so that we
will be “good to go” when our application gets approved. We will update everyone as we get more information.
Please enjoy your gardens which can be such a source of joy and peace during these challenging times.

From Laura Jacobson:
Here is something that we can all do to help our planet and climate change. I didn't realize this but, every year, since
2008, the world has been turning lights off for one hour, 8:30 - 9:30 pm to conserve energy for our planet. Maybe, you
can make this fun and informative for your families to show your support for a healthy planet. Stay smart and healthy.

Historic Houses
Peggy Caverly
757-490-0925
Kay Slover Eckhardt
757-486-7328
Floral Arrangements at the Whitehurst-Buffington Historic House
The Whitehurst-Buffington House will be closed until further notice. Once the House reopens, the floral arrangement
schedule will resume. Please call Peggy Caverly or Kay Eckhardt with any questions.
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President’s Award - Control the Flow
2016
Betty Ann DesRoches
bades@cox.net
757-651-6289

Although the President’s Award will not be given this year, you can start working on the requirements for this award to
be submitted for the 2020-2021 club year. The award is described in the yearbook on p. 37. Basically, it gives credit to
clubs for their participation in the Lynnhaven River NOW Pearl Homes program in Virginia Beach.
For a Pearl Homes application, go to: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/pearlhome
Some guidelines:
•
•
•

•

The number of Pearl Homes that already exists among your garden club members will count.
Recruiting new Pearl Home members among neighbors, friends, work colleagues and family counts! These
members do not have to be in a garden club but must be new to the Pearl Home program.
Winners will be awarded on a percentage basis. For example, if my club has 40 members and
accumulates/totals 50 Pearl Home members, the club will have a score of 50/40 x 100 = 125%. If your club
has 30 members and also accumulates/totals 50 Pearl Home members, your score will be 50/30 x 100 = 167%.
Your club beats my club.
There will be 2 awards – one for small clubs (1-20 members) and one for clubs with 21+ members.

Keep records – Name, Pearl Home address, new to the program, etc. There will be a chart to fill out, to make it easy, in
the May Taproot! Call or email me if you have any questions.

Awards of Merit
Janet Bacuzzi
jmbacuzzi@cs.com
757-496-5992
Unfortunately, there will be no Awards of Merit issued this year. This program will be continued in 2021.
The Award of Merit is an award given to businesses and other public building owners to recognize the beautiful, welllandscaped properties they maintain to make our city a better place to live. As you drive around our city, take the time
to note the names and addresses of places that you think deserve this award.

Awards
Cheryll Klobuchar
c-klobuchar@cox.net
757-463-4885 (H) 757-560-5589 (C)
After looking at the research and the projections concerning the COVID-19 virus, I have made the decision to cancel
the Awards submissions for this year. There will be NO Awards given out at this time. This includes Council, President or Individual and ABC Awards this year.
Any work or projects done by your garden club for the 2019-2020 club year will be combined with the 2020-2021 club
year awards. Therefore, keep your 2019-2020 records and add them to your 2020-2021 entries.
Refer to the 2019-2020 Cheryll Klobuchar Participation Award form below. Keep a record of your club’s participation
for the 2019-2020 club year and record it with your club’s participation in the 2020-2021 club year.
Please contact me if you have any questions. Stay safe and healthy. Miss seeing everyone.
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CHERYLL KLOBUCHAR PARTICIPATION AWARD
Council Year: May 11, 2019 - May 10, 2020
To the club supporting council projects with the largest number of members on a percentage basis
Small (1-20) and Large Clubs (21 or more)
Note: Submit the 2019-2020 form with the 2020-2021 form on May 10, 2021.

Club Name: __________________________________________________ Number of Active Members: ______
Submitted by: Name: ___________________________________Tel.#: ___________________________
E-mail: ______________________________________________
Council Activities – Record Number of Participating Members
Attended Awards Luncheon - June 2019 (# of members): ___________
Provided Centerpiece/s for Awards Luncheon (how many): ___________
Attended Council Meetings (# of members):
Sept. ___ Oct. ___ Nov. ___ Jan. ___ Feb. ___ Mar. ___ Apr. NA
Historic House Weekly Flower Arrangements: May 11, 2019 - March, 2020 (how many): ___________
Decorated Historic House - Christmas (# of members): __________
Attended November Council Fundraiser - Tickets sold: ___________
Attended March Council Fundraiser - Tickets sold: ___________
Attended Empty Bowls Workshop (# of members): NA
Attended Christmas Wreath-Making Workshop (# of members): ___________
Attended Arbor Day Ceremony (# of members): ___________
Provided Cookies for Arbor Day Ceremony: ___________
Placed an Ad in the Council Yearbook (yes/no): ___________
Made a Donation to Council’s ABC project (yes/no): ___________
Made a Donation to Council’s VT Scholarship Fund (yes/no): ___________
Made a Donation to Nature Camp Scholarship (yes/no): ___________

Submitted business names for the Awards of Merit (# of submissions): NA
Submitted entries for the CGCVB Awards & ABC Awards (# of submissions): NA
Club members holding positions as CGCVB Officers or Committee Chairmen (# of members): ________
Other: ______________________________________________________________________________
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ABC Book of Evidence
2016
Suzie Duckworth
Suzied44@cox.net
757-363-1050

Due to the situation with the virus and the city on lockdown until June 10th, we will not give the ABC Awards this year.
Please remember that, if you have started or completed a new project, please keep all of your information for the 20202021 Awards. If you have any questions, please feel free to call me. I am always at home - Ha Ha.

Nature Camp
Audrey Kelly
wmyluv1943@gmail.com
757-418-6100
The Council of Garden Clubs is pleased to support Caroline Bergren and Lukas Lewandowski to Nature Camp this
summer (2020). Caroline is in the 6th grade at Old Donation School and Lukas is in the 9th grade at Cox High School.
This will be Lukas’s first year going to Nature Camp.
We had 8 applicants this year and all 8 have received full scholarships. Thanks to the Princess Anne Garden Club
(l scholarship), Virginia Beach Garden Club (1 scholarship), Council of Garden Clubs of Virginia Beach
(2 scholarships) and May Farm Garden Club (1 scholarship), Tidewater District (2 scholarships) and Nature Camp
(1 scholarship). The Council of Gardens wants to thank ALL garden clubs for their donations to help support our
Youth Nature Camp Scholarship.
We are pleased to send a youth to Nature Camp each year. In order to do this, we need your support. Any garden club
wanting to help support a youth for Nature Camp but, cannot support a full Scholarship, can donate to the Council.
Through your donations, Council can send two or more youths to Nature Camp each year. So, please budget this with
your garden club and donate. If you have any questions about Nature Camp, please contact Audrey Kelly,
757-418-6100, email wmyluv1943@gmail.com or go online to www.naturecamp.net.

Contributions from You
Recommended Reading:
“Natural Solutions to Things That Bug You” by Dr. Myles H. Bader
“Natural Solutions to Bigger Pests” by Dr. Myles H. Bader
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A Message from Norfolk Beekeepers:

Amazing Honey Bees
Just “DON’T” Do It - PLEASE Protect our Honey Bees
Every Spring-Summer, Mother Nature encourages a colony of honey bees to divide and create another colony of
honey bees. The Queen and about half of her daughters leave the hive, searching for a new home. This cluster
(swarm) may gather on a tree branch, a bush, your mailbox or even the picnic table in your backyard while
awaiting directions from the scout bees to their new address. They are not aggressive or looking to sting you!

PLEASE DO NOT SPRAY – Call (757) 641-5933
Notify a beekeeper who will collect the swarm, free of charge! We, as consumers, rely on bountiful fruit and
vegetable crops. Homeowners and business owners spraying our honey bees have an immediate and long-lasting
effect on our ability to produce the food crops we all enjoy and want in our diet!
DID YOU KNOW?
Foragers are the oldest worker bees in a hive (all females) and are the only bees that most people ever see going
from flower to flower. They forage for food (pollen and nectar from flowers), build and protect the hive, clean
and circulate air by beating their wings.
Honey bees account for 80% of all insect pollination for over 80 food crops in Virginia. Without such pollination,
we would see a significant decrease in the abundance and affordability of fruits and vegetables.
It takes about 556 workers traveling over 55,000 miles visiting 2 million flowers to gather enough nectar to make
one pound of honey.
The average worker honey bee makes 1/12 of a teaspoon of honey in her lifetime. That is 5 drops of honey!
Amazing!
Bee venom, the "ouch factor" most people remember, is likely a bad experience with a wasp - not a honey bee.
Only a very small percentage of individuals are highly allergic to bee venom.
You do not have to have a hive in your backyard to be a beekeeper. A beekeeper promotes, protects, and educates
others by "Resisting the Urge" to spray our swarms and feral honey bee colonies.
Norfolk Beekeepers
PO Box 11753, Norfolk, VA
norfolkbeekeepers.net
email: mail@norfolkbeekeepers.net
Phone: (757) 641-5933
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Announcements

COME JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL BUS TOUR
Sponsored by
THE COUNCIL OF GARDEN CLUBS OF VIRGINIA BEACH, INC.

Mark your calendars for Friday, October 16, 2020!
The Council of Garden Clubs 3rd Annual Bus Tour planning is underway! Destination???
Come join us for a day of adventure and fun!!
All tour information will be featured in the May 2020 Taproot along with Early Registration and Deposit forms.
Check your emails for the monthly Taproot - you don't want to be left behind!
Note: In lieu of our current situation, all further correspondence about the Tour will be in the Taproot via Club
Presidents and Reps. So, be smart and stay safe until we can all gather again.
With warm regards,
Laura Jacobson

Virginia Beach Master Gardeners
The VBMG Gardening Talk on April 20 and the Spring Plant Sale on May 2-3 have been cancelled. For more
information, visit https://www.vbmg.org/
Virginia Beach Master Gardeners Tree Stewards: 2020 Legacy Tree Grant
(submitted by Kay Slover Eckhardt, VBMG/TS)
“America’s forests are our inheritance. Their preservation will be our legacy.”
- Arbor Day Foundation & Johnnie Miller, “Mrs. Arbor Day”
In the Arbor Day Spirit, why not plant a tree!
The VBMG Tree Stewards want to help. The VBMG Tree Stewards are once again offering their Legacy Tree Grant
for 2020. Please contact VBMG/TS Diane Ellis for information at 757-406-6759 or budanddiane2@gmail.com
11
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Plant Sale by Coach Kim
(with no physical contact)
Heirloom, Native and Unusual Plants - at great prices!
Selection of plants posted weekly on Facebook

Starting Wednesday, April 1st
Coach Kim will be closing. This is a chance to buy unique, healthy and pesticide-free plants, locally.
Each Wednesday, there will be a new list of plants for sale, based on maturity and availability.
REPLY to Wednesday’s Facebook post with number and choice of plants –sold on a 1st come/1st serve basis.
1. Go to Facebook - Coach Kim for DIY Home Gardeners
2. Go to Posts. Look for “Plant Sale”.
3. In the Plant Sale post, send a comment with your order – plant name and amount.
4. Via message, you will receive an order total. An individually-scheduled time for pickup will be arranged with
you (Friday, Saturday, Sunday). I will send you a message letting you know your complete order and cost and
will coordinate a pick up time and date (Friday, Saturday or Sunday)
5. Your plants will be waiting for you to pick up at the end of the driveway.
6. Simply place your payment (cash or check) in an envelope in the mailbox.

Totally virus free and no social contact!
Note: If you do not use Facebook, you may contact me directly and I will do the best I can to accommodate you.
Spring is in the air! Everyone has more time on their hands staying home. Why not use this opportunity to get
ahead on some spring planting? Gardening is good for the soul and great for our health!
Stay well and Happy Planting!
COACH Kim for DIY Home Gardeners
Klm102612@cox.net
757-432-8008
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Mary’s Garden 6th Annual Caladium Bulb Sale
Proceeds to benefit Mary’s Garden
Taking orders in advance
Free Fringe Tree from Bartlett Nursery with your order
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Caladium Bulb Order Form
Name: ____________________________________ Date: __________________
Address: __________________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________E-mail: _____________________________
Description
(5 bulbs per bag)

Quantity

Unit Cost

Kathleen

$7.00

Candidum

$7.00

Ms. Muffet

$7.50

Aaron

$7.00

Cosmic Delight

$7.50

Total Cost

Total

Kathleen

Candidum

Ms.Muffet

Aaron

Cosmic Delight

Please mail your order form and check before May 21st - payable to: Mary’s Garden, Inc.
Attn: Claire Cassada, 1312 Bruton Lane, Virginia Beach, VA 23451
For more information, please contact Kay Shiflett @ 757-581-6920 or Jean Marie Randolph @ 757-428-4808.
Your order will be delivered to you on or after May 21st.
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